Thomas P. Pappas & Associates

     

     Ohio Horsemen’s Groups       
Thomas P. Pappas, President


         

                                                                        66 East Lynn Street Suite 2000             
Willa J. Ebersole, Vice President






                                                  Columbus, Ohio 43215
Natalie Wise, Manager, Grassroots Client Services




                                             Telephone (614) 621-2000
Dee Smith, Office Administrator






                                               Facsimile (614) 621-0000
Linda Jones, Office Coordinator






                                              WWW.TOMPAPPAS.COM
                                     




           

                                                                                           Published March 19, 2010
National Democratic Organization Pledges to Help House Dems (Hannah 3/17/2010)
The national campaign committee for state legislative Democrats has targeted the Ohio House as part of its efforts to retain or retake the majority in state legislatures nationwide.

Matt Compton, a spokesman for the Democratic Legislative Campaign Committee (DLCC), said the organization, which pushes for Democratic majorities in state legislatures, is looking to raise and spend $20 million during this cycle, the most ever. In comparison, he said the DLCC raised and spent $10 million for the 2006 cycle and $12 million for the 2008 cycle.

The stakes are even higher this cycle as a number of state legislatures will begin drawing congressional lines in 2011, including Ohio.

While Republicans hold a comfortable 21-12 majority in the Senate, House Democrats hold a 53 to 46 majority and has drawn the attention of the DLCC.

"It's obviously one of the places we are watching," Compton said of the Ohio House. He said the organization is currently working with the House Democratic caucus on candidate development but has not reached the point where it has decided which races to target or how much to spend. 

He said help might come in the form of making polling and research available to candidates as well as helping to establish websites or online fundraising tools. 

Compton also said that if Ohio adopts redistricting reform that takes drawing congressional lines away from the General Assembly, it won't change the DLCC's attention. 

House Speaker Armond Budish (D-Beachwood) said he hasn't been fully briefed on the DLCC's plans, but said he is not surprised that the national parties are giving attention to Ohio.

Rep. Matt Huffman (R-Lima), who is heading up the House Republican Caucus' campaign efforts, said he doesn't know how the DLCC's announcement will translate into support. He said the most important aspect of a campaign is the candidates and recruiting good people has been the concentration over the past 15 months. 

"A good candidate is going to beat someone who has more money," Huffman said.

But he also noted that the caucus has reported a record amount of funds raised for the minority caucus. He said the caucus has received support from the Republican congressional representatives, but he does not know what the national party or campaign committee might be doing. 

The Republican State Leadership Committee announced its program to win legislative seats that will have an impact on redistricting, calling it the Redistricting Majority Project, but has not announced where that support will go.

Pro 3C Group Touts Economic Development Benefits (Hannah 3/18/2010)
A day after the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) responded to Senate President Bill Harris' (R-Ashland) questions on the 3C passenger rail plan (see The Hannah Report, 3/17/10), a rail advocacy group made its case for the plan by touting the economic benefits.

Ken Prendergast, the director of All Aboard Ohio, a nonprofit organization that pushes for passenger rail, said that restoring passenger rail between Cincinnati, Dayton, Columbus and Cleveland will create jobs and improve infrastructure. It will also provide an upgrade to freight infrastructure, which will also create jobs. 

"We're not just linking cities, but the elements that make those cities great," he added.

Prendergast responded to many of the criticisms of the plan. He said that the 3C plan will be faster than other passenger rail service start-ups in other cities. He also said that the time between stations isn't all there is to success, because many people like traveling on the train because they can multi-task. 

He said the group believes that the ridership estimates are in-line because Ohioans are already using existing Amtrak service, noting that 120,000 rode Amtrak lines last year even though many of the trains travel through Ohio at undesirable times of the day such as the middle of the night.

"Unless you are a vampire, the train service in Ohio isn't going to be attractive to you," he said. But people still rode.

He noted Ohio and Hawaii are the only states without a state-sponsored rail program, adding "Hawaii has an excuse. It's an island, while Ohio acts like it's an island."

He also questioned whether today's legislators would have turned down President Dwight Eisenhower's highway system if they had known the future costs. 

As for the annual subsidy, he said that it would be at least five years before the state would have to invest $17 million a year to keep the trains going, an by then, the state would start seeing the economic benefits. 

He was joined by Tammy Riddle, an economic development specialist with the city of Sharonville; Jack Shaner of the Ohio Environmental Council; Bob Murray, development director for the city of Riverside; and Jon Milenthal, vice president of the Milenthal Group. 

Riddle said Sharonville officials are in the process of redeveloping the city's downtown, and sees the train station as an "X factor" to spur that development. 

Shaner advocated for the Controlling Board to release $25 million in federal stimulus funds to complete the next round of studies. Saying the questions of Republicans are appropriate, he said many can't be answered at this time. 

"The answers are out there, but they are out there in the Phase 2 study," Shaner said.   
Campaign Fundraiser Events
	Date
	Type
	Who
	Time
	Location
	 Amount 

	3/22
	FDR
	Skindell
	5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
	Club 185
	$350 

	3/23
	Breakfast
	Brown
	8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
	Einstein Bros Bagels
	$300 

	3/23
	FDR
	Niehaus
	5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
	Athletic Club
	$500 

	3/23
	FDR
	Patton
	5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
	Athletic Club
	$350 

	3/23
	FDR
	Hagan
	5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
	Jimmy V's
	$300 

	3/23
	FDR
	Pryor
	5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
	Tony's
	$300 

	3/23
	FDR
	R Adams
	5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
	Athletic Club
	$250 

	3/23
	FDR
	Cand. Fiebig
	5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
	Willoughby Hills Ohio
	$35 

	3/23
	FDR
	McGregor
	5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
	Claddagh's Irish Pub 
	$250 

	3/23
	FDR
	Balderson
	5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
	Capital Club
	$250 

	3/23
	FDR
	Mecklenborg
	5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
	Capital Club
	$250 

	3/24
	FDR
	Baker
	5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
	Athletic Club
	$250 

	3/24
	FDR
	Ruhl
	5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
	Athletic Club
	$250 

	3/24
	Breakfast
	Gardner
	8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
	Athletic Club
	$300 

	3/24
	Breakfast
	Evans
	7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
	Capital Club 
	$250 

	3/24
	Breakfast
	Newcomb
	8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
	Einstein Bros Bagels
	$250 

	3/24
	FDR
	Cand. Snell
	5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
	Due Amici
	$250 

	3/24
	FDR
	Hottinger
	5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
	Café' Napolitana
	$250 

	3/24
	FDR
	Budish
	5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
	Capital Club
	$1,000 

	3/25
	Breakfast
	Sykes
	8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
	Capital Club
	$500 

	3/25
	FDR
	Carney
	5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
	Due Amici
	$250 

	3/25
	FDR
	Cand. Perk
	5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
	Massimo Da Milano
	???


Legislative Session Schedule for March and April 2010
SENATE:
Tuesdays 1:30 p.m.
Wednesdays 1:30 p.m.
Thursdays 11:00 a.m.

HOUSE: 
Tuesdays 11:00 a.m.
Wednesdays 1:30 p.m.
Thursdays 1:00 p.m.

March



Senate


 
House

	23
	Session
	Session

	24
	Session
	Session

	March 29 – April 9
	Spring Break
	Spring Break




April



Senate


 
House
	13
	Session
	Session

	14
	Session
	Session

	20
	Session
	Session

	21
	Session
	Session


Committee Reports

The 128th Session of the Ohio General Assembly is in session and we are tracking bills that may be of interest to you, a listing  of which is included with this report; however, none of the bills we are currently tracking for you were heard in committee this week and therefore no committee reports are included in this week’s legislative update.  If you have any questions regarding your bill tracking please do not hesitate to contact our office
Bill Tracking
Below are bills that have been selected by our staff to be tracked on your behalf.  If you would like to add and/or delete any bill please contact Linda Jones in our office.  Additionally, if you would like an electronic copy of a specific bill please visit the website of the 128th General Assembly or contact our office.
	HB1
	BIENNIAL BUDGET (SYKES, V) To make appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2009, and ending June 30, 2011 for the operation of state programs.

	 
	Current Status:   
	7/17/2009 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR, eff. 7/17/09 appropriations; other sections subject to referendum 10/16/09

	 
	
	

	SB2
	FEDERAL INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING (CAREY, JR., J) To provide for the distribution of moneys received by the state from the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 by making appropriations and to declare an emergency.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/18/2009 - Referred to Committee House Finance and Appropriations

	 
	
	

	SB17
	COMPENSATORY TIME OFF (COUGHLIN, K) To afford to private sector employers the option to offer and to employees the option to accrue and use compensatory time off.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/6/2009 - Senate Committee recommends passage, Vote 8-3

	 
	
	

	SB34
	HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAMS (MILLER, D) To create a health insurance program that allows municipal corporations, small employers, and nonprofit corporations or associations to purchase for their employees the same policies provided to state employees.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/31/2009 - Senate Insurance, Commerce and Labor, (First Hearing)

	 
	
	


Official Candidates for Statewide Offices

May 2010 Primary

U.S. Senate

Charlena Renee Bradley (D)

Jennifer Brunner (D)

Lee Fisher (D)

Traci Johnson (D)

Rob Portman (R)

Eric W. Deaton (Constitution)

Steven R. Linnabary (Libertarian)

Daniel H. LaBotz (Socialist)

Governor

Ted Strickland/Yvette McGee Brown (D)

John Kasich/Mary Taylor (R)

Dennis S. Spisak/Anita Rios (Green)

Ken Matesz/Ann Leech (Libertarian)

Attorney General

Richard Cordray (D)

Steve Christopher (R)

Mike DeWine (R)

Robert M. Owens (Constitution)

Marc Allan Feldman (Libertarian)

Secretary of State

Maryellen O’Shaughnessy (D)

Jon Husted (R)

Sandra O’Brien (R)

Charles Earl (Libertarian)

For a complete list of all May 2010 Primary candidates please follow this link:
http://www.hannah.com/current%20documents/ELECTIONS/2010/CANDIDATES.pdf
Auditor

David Pepper (D)

Seth Morgan (R)

Dave Yost (R)

L. Michael Howard (Libertarian)

Treasurer

Kevin L. Boyce (D)

Josh Mandel (R)

Matthew P. Cantrell (Libertarian)

Chief Justice/Ohio Supreme

Court

Eric Brown (D)

Maureen O’Connor (R)

Justice of Ohio Supreme Court

Mary Jane Trapp (D)

Judith Ann Lanzinger (R)

Justice of Ohio Supreme Court

Paul E. Pfeifer

































