OHHA Board Meeting Minutes

OHHA Office, Columbus, OH

April 22, 2010

OHHA President, Steve McCoy called the meeting to order 1:00pm

Steve introduced Executive Vice-President Mike Tanner to discuss the USTA’s sponsorship of a national day at the races for Saturday, August 14, 2010, which is being called “Back to the Track”. Mike stated they need to reach 21,000 USTA members and fans to explore a celebration day of harness racing, with special promotions and participation from tracks and fans. Mike will be seeking input from tracks and organizations for helpful ideas on promotion. 

General Manager Bill McLaughlin was introduced to discuss Raceway Park’s barn area situation. Bill stated in 2009 that 90% of entries were shipped in, with 97% of trainers not stabled at the park. In 2009, Raceway had around 50 horses stabled on the back stretch and several of the top trainers have other plans for 2010. He stated having a barn area for 20-30 horses just isn’t practical and the situation keeps deteriorating. He would like to discuss a two party agreement with OHHA and Raceway Park. Bill stated the savings from the barn area would be reflected in the purse pools or another form to help the horsemen.

Steve McCoy introduced the newly appointed OHHA Directors, Rick Hann a Northfield area owner, Vickie McNabb the Lebanon track director, Kent Sherman a Northfield area Trainer/Driver Director and Angela Ott a Breeder Director from northwest Ohio. The new directors were asked to step out of  the room for a board vote to approve the president’s appointments. Motion was made by Carl Wick to approve the new directors and second by John Konesky. Motion passed unammiously.

Linda Nance gave the roll call with the following Directors and Employees present: Dr. Tom Adams, Jim Arledge Jr., Tom Blankenship, Mary Jo Bross, Roy Burns, Senena Esty, Joe Ewing, Randy Haines, Richard Hann, Amy Hollar, Don “Skip” Hoovler, William Irvine, Jerry Knappenberger, Suanne Kochilla, John Konesky III, Rick Martindale, Kim Marts, Steve McCoy, Vickie McNabb, Dr. John Mossbarger, Linda Nance, Angela Ott, Ayers Ratliff, Kim Rinker, Dayle Roof, Betty Shaw, Daryl Sherman, Kent Sherman and Carl Wick.      

Directors excused were: Greg Bateson, Tom Blankenship, Richard Brandt, Brian Brow, Scott Cox, Kevin Greenfield, Rod Newhart, Sam Noble III, Gene Reigle and Robert Sidley.
Directosr absent were: Dan Ater, Dr. Scott Booher, William Nibert and John Poppe. 
Motion made by Betty Shaw to approve board meeting minutes from January 16, 2010 meeting, second by Senena Esty. Motion Passed.

Bob Schmitz discussed Issue 2 for the upcoming vote in May, stating this only changes the location of the Columbus Casino. The issue of VLTs at racetracks has been certified for the November ballot, but has not been assigned an Issue number as of this date. He also stated there are groups still trying to stop the VLT issue being placed on the ballot 

Daryl Sherman gave the financial report stating at the January meeting there was a discussion regarding the accounting firm currently used by the OHHA. A decision was made to secure outside bids. The bids are as follows, for a review Poling Company bid was 3,375 Frueth Company is 2,500-3,000: for a compilation Poling Company bid 2,675, Frueth Company 1,250-1,500. The finance committee decided to hire the Frueth Company to complete the filings for 2009.    
Motion was made by Roy Burns to hire Frueth Company seconded by Senena Esty. Motion passed.

Daryl discussed the overall increase year to date on track revenue, with membership dues down at this time around 20%. Administrative and membership expenses are down at this time with office supplies down around 3,200. He stated the overall expenses are in good shape. The proposed 2010 Budget was discussed by the board. A motion was made by John Konesky to approve the 2010 budget as presented, second by Dr Tom Adams. Motion Approved. 

Dayle Roof gave the insurance committee report, stating the membership does not realize the value of third party liability coverage (up to one million dollars) provided with an OHHA membership. He further discussed the Fire and Disaster Insurance provided at pari-mutuel race tracks through OHHA’s contracts. In 2008, claims were around $3,200 and with the December barn fire at Lebanon Raceway the coverage paid $308,000 for 2009. He also stated eight people were not OHHA members and therefore not covered for losses due to the Lebanon fire. Indiana HHA may join the HHI coverage this year. The OHHHIT insurance is struggling at this time, and may have an increase in premium at the July meeting.

Rick Martindale gave the banquet committee report. The committee discussed the possibility of changing the banquet to December 11th or January 22nd, however the Marriott NW is not available on the 11th. The board discussed changing the date for the 2011 Awards Banquet  and  a motion was made to leave the date as is on January the 15th by Dr. Tom Adams. Motion received a second by Senena Esty. Motion passed.  
The Board also discussed eliminating aged horse of the year awards, stating many of the best aged Ohio sired horses are not racing in Ohio. The committee will meet again in October and present a final proposal to the full board.    
Steve McCoy and Jerry Knappenberger discussed the OHHA Issues:

Raceway Park stall rent has been increased from $75 to $195 per month. Therefore no horsemen have applied for stalls on the backstretch. General Manager Bill McLaughlin stated that stall rent could remain $75 per month if there are 70 or more horses stabled on the grounds. Since he was only projected horsemen to apply for approximately 30 stalls, he was forced to raise the stall rent. A suggestion was presented that the OSRC adopt a administrative rule stating that stalls would be free during the race meet. Also discussed was the possibility of a two party agreement which would help all the horsemen at Raceway Park, by sharing the revenue that Raceway Park would save from not having a barn area.

Steve McCoy suggested looking at the two party agreement on a year to year basis.  
A suggestion was made to enter into an agreement with Raceway Park, as part of the two party agreement, to spend a significant amount to improve the ship-in barns . John Konesky stated Raceway Park management is starting to fix up the ship-in barns.  

The sale of Buelah Park to Penn Gaming is going through the approval process with the OSRC. Penn Gaming has stated they will race the same race dates. 

Legislative issues discussed were the OSRC proposed changes to ORC 3769 are of little significance to Ohio horsemen.  Robert Schmitz discussed House Bill #495 sponsored by Representative Todd Book (D) which would eliminate or combine many state agencies to help reduce the State budget He stated the HB #495 could possibly eliminate, both the Ohio Standardbred Development Fund Committee and the Ohio Thoroughbred Advisory Committee, but stated the legislation was unlikely to be passed by the Legislature.
Jerry Knappenberger discussed the Lebanon barn fire. He stated Lebanon Raceway distributed approximately $50,000, to trainers who lost horses in the fire, from their relief fund. The OHHA Lebanon Horsemen’s Relief Fund distributed over $113,000 to the owners and trainers of each horse on January the 31st. The fire and disaster insurance coverage, provided by the OHHA contract with Lebanon Raceway, through HHI distributed over $185,000 to owners and trainers covering horses and equipment. The total of all distributions was over $350,000.
Jerry discussed the HHI Winter Meetings, stating there was discussion about Advance Deposit Wagering and other issues which would help horsemen and the entire industry. Jerry stated he was re-elected to the HHI Board of Directors.

Steve McCoy, Jerry Knappenberger and OHHA/USTA Directors, Dick Brandt, (Chmn. District #1) Dan Ater, Skip Hoovler, John Mossbarger and Sam Noble III attended the USTA Annual Convention and Board Meetings. Steve McCoy stated during the USTA board meeting that he made a presentation on the effect of ADW’s and asked that the USTA address possible solutions on a national basis. Skip Hoovler stated the USTA will have some fee increases this year, for the first time in several years. He also stated approximately 350 driver/trainer members have not renewed their USTA memberships at this time. All rule changes were discussed at the meeting.    
Jerry Knappenberger discussed the Ohio Sire Stakes program, stating nominations were down approximately 25% and administrator Doug Thomas believes this will carry through on  sustaining payments. The championship races will be at Lebanon Raceway, on October 9th,  with a guaranteed purse of $75,000. Jerry also discussed the Ohio Breeders Stake and stated the nominations were down by 31 and currently the sustaining payments are being processed. 

Jerry discussed the regional meetings which are on going at this time, to discuss with horsemen issues including legislative updates, OHHA insurance programs, status of purse pools and county fair racing proposal. 
Jerry updated the status of purse pools: Lebanon Raceway down 15% year to date, Northfield Park slightly overpaid and Raceway Park began with a slight reduction in purses. Scioto Downs will race for reduced purses this year due to spending most of the purse pool last year and beginning this year with about $400,000 less than the beginning of last year.

Jerry also stated the newsletters are posted on the OHHA website and to save on mailing cost of the newsletter, we will ask the membership to notify the OHHA office if they wish to receive their newsletter electronically.

Roy Burns gave the Driver/Trainer sections report, stating that Scioto Downs qualifiers will be April 30th and May 5th. Lebanon Raceway has a new Judge, new tractor and that the water wagon has been fixed.

Suanne Kochilla gave the Owner section report, stating there was an accident involving Russell Schwartz and that he did not have the USTA accident insurance coverage, she stated the importance of the insurance needs to be stressed more to membership. The USTA can not keep the insurance going if more participation is not received. 
Senena Esty gave the Breeders section report and discussed the stallion auction report. She encouraged USTA members to breed mares to Ohio stallions. She also talked about the USTA proposed $100,000 allocation for unwanted horses and several groups are sponsoring the fund, she says she would encourage this to be an emergency fund. There are over 70,000 unwanted horses per year.
Kim Marts presented the Raceway Park report. She stated on qualifier day the ship in barns were bad, since then there has been renovations made to the ship-in barns and management has promised to continue to upgrade the barn area. She stated that every Friday, she and management do a walk through checking on current conditions. 

Amy Hollar gave the Northfield Park report stating the new race secretary is Dave Bianconi and the Assistant is Ayers Ratliff. Amy discussed Northfield Parks new vendors backstretch access fee and stated the horsemen and veterinarians are not happy with the new fees imposed to enter the track.

New Business, Steve McCoy read a thank you note from Hospice for the donation in honor of Bill Napier Executive Director, Kentucky Harness Horsemen’s Association.
No Old Business

Motion made by Suanne Kochilla to adjourn second by Bill Irvine. Motion passed.      
