OHHA Board meeting Minutes
OHHA, Office, Columbus, OH 

January 14, 2011

OHHA President, Steve McCoy, called the meeting to order 1:00pm.

Roll call by Linda Nance, present were: Jim Arledge, Jr., Steve Bateson, Hugh Beatty, Jr. , Tom Blankenship, Richard Brandt, MaryJo Bross, Brian Brown, Roy Burns, Senena Esty, Kevin Greenfield, Randy Haines, Amy Hollar, “Skip” Hoovler, William Irvine, Jerry Knappenberger, Suanne Kochilla, John Konesky III, Rick Martindale, Steve McCoy, Moe McLead, Vicki McNabb, Dr. John Mossbarger, Linda Nance, William Nibert, Sam Noble III, John Poppe, Ayers Ratliff, Kim Rinker, Betty Shaw, Daryl Sherman, Robert Sidley, Brad Wallace and Carl Wick.   

Motion made to approve minutes from 10-26-10 meeting by Daryl Sherman, second by Senena Esty. Motion passed.

Daryl Sherman gave the financial report stating there was a slight increase from track income due to the increase in take out for administrative fees, the projection for the budget is a 5% decrease for 2011. He also stated the $3,589 from the BWC program is due to OHHA being the group sponsor. Interest income is down from the previous year. The accounting expense is also down because of Fruth & Company did a compilation instead of a full audit which saved $5,700. He further stated field representative expenses are down $4,000, monthly calendar cost was down $1,900 and sulky claims were down $8,800. The unearned revenue are dues paid in November and December. A motion was made by Dick Brandt to have Fruth & Company do a compilation for 2010, second by MaryJo Bross. Motion passed. 

A Motion was made by Skip Hoovler to accept the proposed budget for 2011 and second by Carl Wick. Motion passed.

Steve McCoy stated the budget may need to be adjusted as needed for 2011. 
Skip Hoovler gave the Insurance Committee report stating at this time the reserve account is in good shape with no increase in this years premiums. The renewal will take place in July. The HHI Executive Committee is attempting to increase HHI membership Associations, in order to reduce the cost of the third party liability insurance to each individual association.   
Bob Sidley gave the Nominating Committee report stating no new petitions were filed  for OHHA elections. Sidley stated the nominated and unopposed directors for the Breeders Section are: Joe McLead, Randy Haines and Ayers Ratliff; Owners Section: Richard Hann, Suanne Kochilla and Steve Bateson and the  Trainer/Driver’s Section: Dan Ater, Brian Brown and Kent Sherman with Steve McCoy accepting another term as the OHHA President.

Rick Martindale gave the banquet committee report stating 247 reserved seats for this year’s banquet were received and the time for the banquet is 5:00pm.

Bob Schmitz gave the Legislative Issue report stating legislators are back in session. Noting nothing has changed on the VLT agenda at this time, and the Governor will not support a tax increase. Therefore, the Governor will be seeking additional revenue in order to reduce the necessary budget cuts to balance his first budget which will face at least an eight billion dollar deficit. Jim Buchy has been reappointed as a State Representative to replace Jim Zehringer who was appointed Director of Agruculture. Schmitz stated that he, Steve McCoy and Carl Wick met with the Governor’s policy director recently. Steve McCoy stated the track owners and all horsemen need to speak with their representatives on the issue of jobs and family business that the industry supports. 

Jerry Knappenberger discussed the Ohio State Racing Commission rule changes and stated they are working on a new rule for DNA testing.  

John Konesky presented the report from the OHHA Liaison Committee meeting with the OSRC outlining the issues that were discussed. Konesky stated that time between races issue for horses on lasix, has become a problem and needs to be addressed by OSRC.   He stated the horse ambulance issue needs to be addressed at the tracks with a possible   solution being the use of fine money to purchase the updated equipment needed. He further stated their was discussion of how often a horse can race which may be a humane  issue for the OSRC or the USTA. He stated other items discussed were the integrity of an official owning a horse racing at a fair, which they work; ,the negative coggins test requirement procedure needs to be consistent at all racetracks and fairs with  the trainers being  the responsible person to have the papers required for test results. He discussed the DMSO level was set to low and Aminorex  positives from Levamisole are being reported as a Class II violation. Jerry Knappenberger stated the bute level will change from 5mg to 2mg beginning 3-1-11. He stated their were 41 positives for DMSO called with the threshold being 1mg which always should have been and is now being changed back to  10mg.
Steve McCoy stated the OSRC finance committee has stated they will need a budget cut or increased revenue from license fees. OSRC is also exploring  the possibility of receiving a portion of the un-cashed ticket revenue which currently goes to track operators.
Jerry Knappenberger discussed the 2011 racing dates that have now been set to Northfield Park with 214 day, Scioto Downs 57 days, Raceway Park at 46 and Lebanon Raceway with 50 days of racing. Jerry also spoke on the On-Track Accident Insurance stating the policy had a $206,000 loss the increase this year will be 5% with the fair rate going to $184.00 per race. A motion was made to accept the $100,000 medical coverage and $50,000 Accidental death & dismemberment policy for 2011 by Dick Brandt second by Suanne Kochilla. Motion passed.
Steve McCoy discussed the 2011 Ohio Sires Stake program stating the detention barn for the Championship races will be six hours before post time of the first race and the finals will be at Scioto Downs on Saturday, September 10, 2011. For the preliminary legs of the OSS series for 2 year-olds and 3 year-olds, if more than eleven enter the race will be split into two divisions
Jerry Knappenberger discussed the 2011 Ohio Fairs Fund which will have a base purse of  $1,597 and all sixty-six fairs have applied to conduct harness racing again this year. He stated the largest base purse was $3,918 in 2000 and this decline is due to the fact that most of the wagering on horse races is being done at off track out of state sites which provides the Ohio Fairs Fund no revenue. Jerry also stated the 2011 Ohio Breeders Stake did not include a stallion nomination this year and the nominating and sustaining fees are each $150 with and entry fee of $300. Jerry further stated the OFMA/OHHA Fair Advisory Committee will continue to meet to monitor fair racing nominations and other  trends, with  the next meeting being sometime in April and OHHA will again conduct at least five regional membership meetings in 2011.

John Mossbarger discussed the Ohio Equine Industry Coalition stating all equine industries need to be addressed, with more research in the industry such as youth programs etc.

During Trainer/Driver Section  report, Roy Burns stated their section  would prefer the substitute trainer rule be revised to allow a trainer responsibility signature sheet, when trainers are unable to be in the paddock with their horse for more than two starts. 

Senena Esty discussed the Breeder Section stating the stallion directory is being done in house for the second time with new advertising in this years book. She reminded everyone the stallion auction has some new additions this year. The committee nominated John Poppe as the new Chairman with Randy Haines to vice-chair. 

Jerry Knappenberger gave the Lebanon Raceway and Raceway Park report stating Lebanon’s opening day is March 3rd with qualifiers two weeks before opening. Jerry also stated OHHA would advertise for a track representative at Raceway Park and the President McCoy would appoint a search committee to conduct interviews.

Amy Hollar gave the Northfield Park report stating they raced 24 days in December due to nine days off for holidays, for two months they will race five days a week then down to three days per week. The track crew has done much better with snow removal this year. 

No Old Business

No New Business

Motion was made to adjourn by John Konesky second by Rick Martindale. Motion passed.

