OHHA Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

OHHA Office, Columbus, OH

October 22, 2009

OHHA President Steve McCoy called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm

The following Directors and Employees were in attendance: Hugh Beatty, Tom Blankenship, Robert Cain, Scott Cox, Senena Esty, Joe Ewing, Kevin Greenfield, Amy Hollar, Don “Skip” Hoovler, William Irvine, Jerry Knappenberger, Suanne Kochilla, Rick Martindale, Steve McCoy, Dr. John Mossbarger, Linda Nance, Rod Newhart, Sam Noble III, John Poppe, Ayers Ratliff, Dayle Roof, Betty Shaw, Robert Sidley, and Carl Wick.
Motion was made by Carl Wick to approve meeting minutes from 6-22-09 second by Suanne Kochilla. Motion passed. 

Mike Hayhurst from Frank Gates spoke on the benefit of workers compensation. He stated it is now open enrollment and the OHHA currently has 17 members enrolled. The members enrolled are seeing a savings of $377,000 so far this year. The rate reduction for 2009 was 49%. The out of state coverage is with Indiana only at this time. He also stated coverage must be carried with each state. The maximum discount for 2009 was 95% and it may go to 65% for group rating. All OHHA members can go on the group rating plan. The deadline for signing up is February 28, 2010. Mike also stated OHHA is eligible to market the BWC group rating plan. 

Steve McCoy gave the financial report, Steve stated the track income is down 9.3% from the previous year and membership dues down approximately $4,200 with the budget allotment being down $18,000 he stated there may be an increase in membership dues.  Sulky claims are well below the budget for 2009 with the stallion auction income better than expected in the budget. The 2008 audited year end financials are in the packet and Steve has no comment at this time as he has not had time to review.   
Dayle Roof gave the insurance committee report. Dayle stated the director liability insurance has been purchased with a savings now of about $10,000 for 2009 as the policy was combined with OHHA and OHHHIT. The third-party liability has gone up $11.00 per member, Dayle suggested an increase in membership dues to cover the cost. Recommending no two year membership and an increase to $65.00 or  $75.00, with the sulky claims being down he suggested changing the coverage to $1,500 maximum. John Mossbarger suggested putting off the increase until after the November 3rd election. Steve McCoy stated it needs voted on at this meeting.   

 Motion was made by Robert Sidley to increase the dues to $75.00 and increase the sulky coverage to $1,500.00 second by Kevin Greenfield. 

Senena Esty amended the motion to make the dues $65.00 with an increase in the sulky coverage to $1,500.00.  Second by Dr. John Mossbarger. Motion passed with 10 yes and 5 no votes.

Senena states a notice needs posted in the magazine regarding the increase and the change in sulky coverage.

Robert Sidley gave the report for the Nominating Committee. Stating for the Breeder’s Section the Committee nominated Joe Ewing, Kevin Greenfield, and John Poppe. Owner directors re-nominated were; Bill Nibert for District 6, and Carl Wick for District 9. Barry Carter resigned from the board of directors for the upcoming year. The nominating committee will nominate a replacement for District 3 at a later date. *Mary Jo Bross was later nominated for director from District 3. Driver/Trainer directors re-nominated are Jim Arledge, Roy Burns and Sam Noble III,. The committee re-nominated Steve McCoy for President.
Hugh Beatty gave the report for the Sires Stakes Committee. Hugh stated the first meeting of the Ohio Standardbred Development Committee will be November 9th. The OHHA OSS Committee is recommending, qualifying times be changed to allow a one second allowance on a sloppy track. Also recommending a change for nominations from February 15th to March 15th. The sires stake money is received throughout the year so, Doug Thomas can not give a dollar figure until all money is received. 
Rick Martindale gave the Banquet Committee report. The room rate for the Annual Banquet will be $112 per night, and the banquet dinner cost of $45 with all tickets pre-paid, no sales at the door. All directors tickets are complimentary, but if not used or cancelled the directors will be charged. The Master of Ceremonies will be Jason Settlemior.  The OHHA annual membership meeting will be held at 2:30pm.

Bob Schmitz gave a summary on Issue 3 stating the money would create zero revenue for the state, money is designated to counties only. The proponents against VLT’s at racetracks have until December the 20th to collect over 241,000 valid signatures to put the language on the November 2010 ballot. Still actively talking about placing VLT’s  at racetracks. 

Jerry Knappenberger discussed 2010 racing dates and the Ohio Breeders Stakes

Jerry Knappenberger spoke on OSRC Medication Committee stating the forms for anabolic steroid testing are on the OHHA website and the fees are $120 for screening test and $180 conformation test on samples.

TC Lane and Joe Ewing gave power point presentation for the OFMA/OHHA Fair Advisory Committee. The committee is trying to reorganize into four regions instead of seven circuits. Steve McCoy commended Joe Ewing and staff for all the time and work put into the attempt to form the United Fair Racing of Ohio Program.
Motion made by Senena Esty for the OHHA to endorse the United Fairs of Ohio Program second by Rick Martindale. Motion passed.    
Jerry Knappenberger spoke about the hospitality tent at the Little Brown Jug, stating the tent was scaled down compared to previous years. He also spoke on the issue of HHI receiving the money due for third-party liability insurance from the Indiana Horsemen’s Association has now been resolved. OHHA will receive a re-distribution of funds from HHI.
Jerry Knappenberger discussed the third party liability insurance, spoke on the purse pools stating Lebanon Raceway is up $330,000 because of the special racing programs. Northfield is overpaid by $100,000 compared to last year with the dark time money being down. Raceway Park is doing a great job with promotions, but the purses are overpaid by $68,000 because of more races. Scioto Downs started with $300,000 more than last year and spent most all the purse pool this season. 

Sandy Beatty gave report for Trainer/Driver Section stating they discussed doing away with head numbers. Also stated Northfield has too many races, and how some out of state horses are getting in races before Ohio horses. 

Suanne Kochilla gave the report for the Owner Section stating how difficult it was to try to explain to people the difference between Issue 3 and the Governor’s VLT plan. She also stated Northfield conditions have been changed.

Senena Esty gave the Breeders Section report stating the balance on the Stallion Auction for the 2009 bids were $11,000 with $9,440 balance and 2008 bids of $ 20,475 with $8,375 paid to date.     
Jerry Knappenberger gave the report for Raceway Park, stating they have expanded their advertising and have offered patrons great promotions. He also gave the reports on Lebanon Raceway and Scioto Downs stating both are working hard to stay open in 2010.

Amy Hollar gave the report for Northfield Park stating they are starting 5 nights per week with 14 races per night. May be resetting racing nights after election.  

Motion made by Senena Esty to Adjourn seconded by Dayle Roof. Motion passed.      

