Minutes of the OHHA Board Meeting
Held at the OHHA Office, Columbus, Ohio
June 22, 2010

OHHA President Steve McCoy called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm

Linda Nance gave the roll call with the following Directors and Employees present: Jim Arledge Jr., Hugh Beatty, Jr., Mary Jo Bross, Brian Brown, Roy Burns, Scott Cox, Senena Esty, Joe Ewing, Kevin Greenfield, Richard Hann, Amy Hollar, Don “Skip” Hoovler, William Irvine, Jerry Knappenberger, Suanne Kochilla, Rick Martindale, Steve McCoy, Vicki McNabb, Linda Nance, John Poppe, Ayers Ratliff, Kim Rinker, Dayle Roof, Betty Shaw and Brad Wallace.

Motion was made by Skip Hoovler to approve the meeting minutes from the April, 22, 2010 Board meeting.  Seconded by Senena Esty.  Motion passed.

Steve McCoy discussed the May financial statement, stating track revenue had a slight increase for May compared to last year and an increase in net assets of over $3,700 for the month of May.  

Dayle Roof discussed insurance issues, stating the Third Party Liability insurance will not increase for 2010/2011.  The OHHHIT meeting has been set for July 9, 2010 and he stated he would not likely suggest an increase in premiums as he does not want to decrease the purse pools at this time.  The program continuance will depend on the future of VLT’s being implemented at the track.

Steve McCoy reviewed the meeting with Governor Strickland at the Euthrophia Farm on June 6, 2010.  He was very pleased with the discussion and ideas that came from the people who are involved with the industry.  Suanne Kochilla also stated that she was impressed with the Governor’s sincerity and she felt he was less the consummate politician and that he was an excellent listener.  Steve also stated the Governor believes the State Senators do not understand the impact that the horse racing industry has on the economy of Ohio. 
Bob Schmitz presented the Legislative update, stating the legislators are out on summer break and will not return until after the November election.  He stated the Columbus casino relocation amendment is pretty straight forward.  He stated if the VLT’s are approved it would probably not be implemented until next year and that House Bill 250 is still in committee, with no support from the Senate.  Steve McCoy discussed the proposed referendum by the Humane Society of the U.S. (HSUS), stating they are not representing the humane society that most of us know and that only a small percentage of their money is going to animal welfare.  He further stated HSUS does not benefit the agricultural industry and veterinarians of the OVMA board are not taking a position with the HSUS group.  

Steve McCoy reviewed the sale of Thistledown to Harrah’s and Beulah Park to Penn National.  At this time, Beulah’s contract is tentative with the parties waiting on OSRC approval to allow one entity to own more than one racetrack with one being a Throughbred track and the other a Standardbred track. 

Steve McCoy discussed the OSRC directive regarding Coggins tests.  He stated the rule has always been in effect and the Commission’s directive is now putting pressure on race secretaries not to take entries on horses who don’t have a current Coggins test.  The current rule says no horse shall be admitted to an Ohio racing facility without a current negative Coggins test, but the Commission is threatening to fine race secretaries for taking an entry on a horse who doesn’t have a negative Coggins test at the time of entry if that horse ultimately is scratched for not having a current negative Coggins test.  The wording of the directive would indicate that fairs would be included.  However, the OSRC staff said that it would not be enforced at fairs.  Steve stated the test can be faxed to the OSRC, racetracks or fair secretaries to be placed on the horse’s electronic eligibilities to eliminate future problems. 
Jerry Knappenberger discussed the OSRC Medication Committee meeting.  He stated that the  committee will be going forward with the formulation of rules for out-of-competition testing for EPO in the future.
Steve McCoy discussed the article in the Hoofbeats Magazine regarding representation of Ohio horsemen.  He stated the article should have been a letter to the editor, not an actual article.  He felt this was an inappropriate published article for the horsemen of Ohio.
Jerry Knappenberger discussed the Raceway Park stable area, stating he has discussed the stall rent with track management.  At this time the management has renovated nine dorm rooms per OSRC directive to have horse stalls and dorm rooms ready if horsemen wish to stable in the Raceway Park barn area.  He also discussed the Northfield Park vendors  barn area service fee of  $15 per day, which is now being passed on to horsemen through increased costs by Northfield Park backstretch vendors. 
Jerry Knappenberger discussed The Little Brown Jug Week. The  OHHA tent in 2009 cost approximately $2,500 including the donation and supplies for the tent. The Board of Directors feel the OHHA needs to be present at the event. A motion was made by Dayle Roof to keep the tent the same as last year.  Seconded by Skip Hoovler.  Motion passed.  Senena Esty stated we need more volunteers to help man the tent area.
Jerry Knappenberger reviewed the OHHA regional meetings.  As of the date of the Board meeting, nine regional meetings had taken place.  He stated the attendance ranged from 2-50 at the different regions.  Joe Ewing stated the meeting with the higher attendance was better promoted locally by word of mouth.  He also felt this was a great opportunity to promote OHHA and may attempt to do the meetings again in 2011.

Joe Ewing discussed OFMA/OHHA Fair Advisory Committee.  He stated the fair colt stakes nominations have are down by 25-30% from previous years.  He also stated that three circuits are opposed to combining to one unit for 2011 and the Advisory Committee will meet again after fair racing is over.  Joe reviewed the Memorial to the Craig Stable rededication ceremony that was sponsored by the Urbana Chapter of The Daughters of the Revolution at the fairgrounds.  He stated that it was a great event to attend and represent the OHHA.

John Poppe discussed the Breeders Section meeting, stating that eligibility for fair racing and possibly Sires Stakes racing in Ohio should be based on the situs of the broodmare rather than the stallion.  Kevin Greenfield stated this has been tried before with the Sire Stakes and this is a short term fix for the shortage of horses that will eventually happen in 2011, 2012 or 2013.  Concern was also expressed about opening up the entire eligibility question in the Legislature and then having the Thoroughbred interests advocate for other changes to our stakes programs.  President McCoy appointed John Poppe to chair a committee of the Breeders Section members to meet and discuss Ohio eligibility, in order to present a proposal to the full Board at the October meeting.
Jerry Knappenberger presented updates on the Ohio Breeders Stakes (OBS) and Ohio Sires Stakes (OSS), stating that OSS nominations are down by 25% with the OBS nominations about the same as last year.  Jerry also discussed “Back to the Track” weekend being sponsored and promoted by the USTA.  He stated the tracks have sent their plans as to the promotions they will be offering that weekend and stated horsemen and track representative will need to help to make the weekend successful.  The USTA has been advertising the weekend promotions through a variety of communications.
Jerry Knappenberger discussed the Ohio Equine Industry Coalition’s (OEIC) future and about going forward as an organization for one voice for the Ohio equine industry.

Jerry Knappenberger discussed the status of purse pools with Lebanon Raceway having over $200,000 more than this time last year.  Northfield Park is down about $37,000 compared to last year.  Raceway Park is down about $30,000 more than this time last year and Scioto Downs is down about $290,000 over the same time last year.
Sandy Beatty gave the Driver/Trainer report, stating the substitute trainer letter form is very frustrating to have to sign. The suggestion is to have OHHA talk with the Ohio State Racing Commission (OSRC) about changing the rule.
Suanne Kochilla discussed the Owner committee, stating how impressed she was with the Governor Strickland meeting June 6, 2010.

Amy Hollar gave the Northfield Park report.  She stated Aaron Merriman was operated on and he will be out of action for approximately 3 months, but is doing well.  She also said the Battle of Lake Erie will be held on July 3rd.

Tom Blankenship discussed Scioto Downs.  He stated one of the first legs of the Sire Stake is to be held July 4th.  Scioto Downs has cut Wednesdays from the racing schedule.  The Circleville fair had some five-horse fields during their racing program in June.
Jerry Knappenberger gave the Raceway Park report.  He stated Bill McLaughlin has sent in the itinerary for Raceway Park’s promotions for “Back to the Track” weekend and all their regular promotions are going well.  Jerry also discussed the Harness Horse Youth  Foundation (HHYF).  

Steve McCoy asked the Board to think of creative ways to promote OHHA at the Delaware County Fair. 

No Old Business

No New Business

Motion made by Jim Arledge to adjourn.  Seconded by Rick Martindale.  Motion passed.
