OHHA Board Meeting Minutes

OHHA, Office, Columbus, OH

October 26, 2010

OHHA President, Steve McCoy introduced Cathy Peltz from Frank Gates Avizent Company. She stated OHHA currently has 21 clients on the Bureau of Workers Compensation program, and that the program rates will stay the same at this time. She also stated OHHA is now the group sponsor with savings to the clients at a great discount. 

OHHA President Steve McCoy called the meeting to order 1:00pm.   

The following Directors and Employees present: Jim Arledge, Jr., Hugh Beatty, Jr., Tom Blankenship, Richard Brandt, MaryJo Bross, Brian Brown, Roy Burns, Scott Cox, Senena Esty, Joe Ewing, Randy Haines, Richard Hann, Amy Hollar, Don “Skip” Hoovler, William Irvine, Jerry Knappenberger, Suanne Kochilla, John Konesky III, Rick Martindale, Steve McCoy, Vicki McNabb, William Nibert, Sam Noble, III, Kim Rinker, Dayle Roof, Betty Shaw, Daryl Sherman, Kent Sherman, and Robert Sidley.

Motion made by Rick Martindale to approve meeting minutes from June 22, 2010 meeting second by Senena Esty. Motion passed.

Daryl Sherman discussed the September financial report, stating track income is on track with the previous year. He stated the on track insurance and fair insurance income is offset with the expense. Year to date administrative expenses are down $6,700, with membership expenses down $12,270 year to date. Magazine expenses are also down year to date of $1,655.

Dayle Roof gave the Insurance Committee report, stating there is no need to increase dues for 2011, because there is no increase in the third party liability insurance cost. 
The sulky coverage was increased in 2010 to $1500 and the committee suggests it will remain the same for 2011. OHHHIT trustees will meet again in July to discuss the health insurance program. At this time the liability account contains approximately $100,000.

President, Steve McCoy introduced two new Board members who were nominated for the annual ballot by the Nomination Committee. Steve Bateson for the owners section and Joe McLead for the breeders section.

Bob Sidley gave the nominating committee report stating anyone wishing to serve on the board must have the petition filed by December 11, 2010. The Nomination Committee -met earlier today and nominated the following: Breeders Section  - Joe McLead, Randy Haines and Ayers Ratliff; Owners Section -  Richard Hann, Suanne Kochilla and Steve Bateson;  Driver/Trainer Section  -  Dan Ater, Brian Brown and Kent Sherman. Mr. Sidley stated President Steve McCoy has agreed to serve another term.   

Hugh Beatty gave the Ohio Sire Stakes Committee report, stating the committee recommends a change for the OSS Finals detention barn becoming six hours before post  time of each horse’s race. The committee prefers to have the sire stakes final  at Scioto Downs on October 8, 2011 or at Northfield Park if Scioto Downs is not available.
Rick Martindale gave the Banquet Committee report stating January 14th is the Board of Directors meeting date to be held at the OHHA office with the annual OHHA/USTA Membership meeting’s and Awards Banquet on January 15th at the Marriott Northwest in Dublin. He stated the ticket prices will remain the same as last year. The 2012 meetings and Awards Banquet date will be January 21st, at the Marriottt Northwest Hotel, since the hotel was not available the prior week. It was suggested that the board meeting start at an earlier time. 
Bob Schmitz discussed expanded gaming, stating he, Steve McCoy and Carl Wick met with John Kasich’s representatives to discuss the impact that the horse racing industry has on the state of Ohio. They emphasized the importance of being a family oriented industry and jobs created within the industry. He also stated Kasich is not opposed to expanded gaming, and if Kasich is elected Governor he would probably appoint a new Gaming Commission.

Steve McCoy discussed the 2011 racing days, stating they were set at the September 22nd Racing Commission meeting. Northfield Park will race 214 days including one fair date, Lebanon Raceway will race 50 days, Scioto Downs will race 57 days and Raceway Park 46 days. An Executive Committee conference call was held to discuss the reduction of days at Raceway Park. The track operator had requested 40 race days, which through neogiations was increased to 46 days with the concern being to increase purse money with less days. Raceway Park has recently been unable to offer full fields of horses.

John Konesky stated that many local horsemen were opposed to reduced racing days and they thought that horsemen had final say on the number of race days to be conducted. Steve McCoy stated OHHA is still negotiating with Raceway Park for improvements and financial considerations. 

Steve McCoy discussed the Coggins Test directive from the Ohio State Racing Commission stating the proof the negative test must me on file at the race office to enter a horse. He stated the specific rules on telephone entries has changed. He discussed the Ohio Sires Stake detention barn time for the Championship Races was approved and published for an 11:00am detention barn time and was then changed to 8:00am by the OSRC staff. He also stated the Commission  has discussed adopting rules for out of competition testing. The proposed rule change meeting with the OSRC is set for November 15, 2010.

Jerry Knappenberger discussed the Ohio Equine Industry Coalition, stating it continues to move forward.

Jerry Knappenberger discussed the Ohio Equine Health Advisory Committee meeting, stating there has been a report of equine encephalitis discovered in Kentucky and two cases in Mercer County.

Joe Ewing discussed the OFMA/OHHA Fair Advisory Committee stating the last meeting was in late spring and the committee will meet again on November 1, to review the summer racing season.

Jerry Knappenberger discussed the Little Brown Jug hospitality tent, stating the tent was reduced in size and had very little traffic due to the size of the tent. 

Jerry Knappenberger stated the winners of the HTA Scholarships were all connected to Ohio. He provided some HHI updates and stated the annual meeting will be in December.

Jerry Knappenberger discussed the status of purse pools stating Northfield Park is currently overpaid at $71,282, the Raceway Park purse pool is $122,284 with marketing money still to be deducted, Lebanon Raceway purse pool contains $560,764 and the Scioto Downs purse pool is $191,760.

Roy Burns gave the Trainer/Driver section report stating they had discussed topics for the OSRC/OHHA Liasion Committee meeting.  
Suanne Kochilla did not have anything to report for the Owner Section.

Senena Esty discussed the Breeders Section meeting stating the 2009 stallion auction still has $698 to collect and the 2010 auction with $10,345 to collect. The 2011 stallion directory will be processed in house again this year with pedigree pages being the same price as last year, the deadline for advertising is December 10th, 2010.  
Lebanon Raceway and Scioto Downs track representative Tom Blankenship had nothing to report from Lebanon Raceway and Scioto Downs is closed for live racing at this time.   

Daryl Sherman discussed Northfield Park, stating the horsemen had a welcome return for Aaron Merriman which was very nice. He stated  there is still an issue with the increased stall rent. Jerry Knappenberger stated the OHHA has discussed the stall rent issues for all racetracks with OSRC. Daryl also discussed the four hour lasix rule, and the issue of delays in races which creates a problem of horses being over the four hour time frame for lasix. Jerry Knappenberger stated that this issue has been ongoing and continues to be discussed and attempts to rectify the problem with the track operator and OSRC. 

No Old Business to discuss.

No New Business to Discuss. 

Dick Brandt made the motion to adjourn seconded by Skip Hoovler. Motion passed.  

